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EDITORIAL

At long last we have the second issue
of the revamped ARA NEWS, and
again it is somewhat late. My
apologies for this — some of the recent
delays are down to your Editor doing
his ‘day job" as Don Flear
euphemistically terms it! However, it
is now published, and | hope that you
can all find something to interest and
amuse.

It has been a bad year in many ways
for your Board and other members in
Honorary positions and this has
contributed in no small measure to
some of the inevitable delays. It was a
very great shock to lose our Honorary
Membership List Secretary, Sue Jones,
in the early part of the year. She was
so much a part of our tours and a very
welcoming personality. Her obituary
appears on page 3, together with that
for Professor Thied, whom many of
you may have met.

There is an Advance Announcement in
respect of the 2006 Summer Weekend
Tour, linked with the Annual Dinner. If
you wish to attend then please advise
your interest and book the dates in
your 2006 Diary.

Don Flear (now ex-Hon. Treasurer),
has detailed the main points to last
year's accounts. The Hon. Treasurer-
ship is a very onerous task and we owe
a debt of gratitude to Don for his
work in guiding the financial work of
the Association since its inception. |
am also very happy to say that | think
the Association has come up with a
worthy successor in David Evans — just
ensure we don’t work him too hard
and wear him out too soon'!

Following our last edition, many
members have contributed by e-mail
and letter and | have used most of the
information and pictures supplied.
Those of you who are perhaps a little
shy can see the type of material being
supplied, so now you have no excuse —

Sue Jones, Trustee and Membership Secretary,
who died 18th April, 2005. See obituary on

page 3. Photo: © Jeff Jones.

get writing and snapping. | have a few
promises for the next issue, but much
more material is required. For contact

" details see the box on page 2. If you

sent me an e-mail and | have not
replied, please accept my apologies — |
had a technical hiatus earlier in the
year and some information was
inadvertently wiped from the system —
it was called ‘Housekeeping’ and | was
never very good at it! If you do send
material by e-mail it is always sensible
to back it up with a hard copy via
‘snail mail’, it's not dead yet.

Two members have contributed ‘a
plea’ on behalf of projects they are
involved with — Stuart Bailey on the
Jewry Wall at Leicester and Rebecca
Newman on a Roman database
project. Please offer them your
support; ultimately it will aid the
ARA's profile in archaeological circles
and raise the awareness of Roman
archaeology in general. We have a
Crossword in this issue — courtesy of

member Mr. Ronald Pearce; I'm not
sure how difficult it is, as I've not yet
had the opportunity to attempt it.
There are a number of other amusing
items ranging from poetry to a
caption contest.

Our feature article in this issue is by
Don Flear, on the Hardknott Roman
fort, obviously a site dear to him. If
you've not yet visited, then this will
certainly now encourage you to make
the effort, if only for the stunning
views.

If you have tried to access our web site
recently, you'll have discovered that it
has been taken off line. We are
currently in the process of creating a
new, more dynamic site, which we
anticipate will go live in the early part
of 2006. We will advise you of the new
web address as soon as practicable.

We have the usual ‘Round-Up’ article -
smaller items culled from newspapers
or magazines, ably prepared by our
Hon. Archivist, Anthony Beeson. Some
of these gems can herald the finding
of very important sites.

There are still some ‘All Occasions
Cards’ for sale. These are unlikely to
be repeated, so get in your orders
before they all go — one has already
sold out. For the newer members, we
consider they are value for money.

Finally, our long-standing member,
Pat Witts, has had her book on Roman
Mosaics published by Tempus, who
have kindly offered members a
reduction of £2.00 per book on the
published price, plus free postage and
packing. To avail yourself of this
bargain, check out the order form on
page 24 - you should be able to
purchase in time for Christmas.

Enjoy your magazine.

David Gollins,
Editor.



























